In addition 1o oral presentations, present the findings of
the community impact assessment in written form for use
by decisionmakers, to record findings, to disseminate to

interested parties, and o support subsequent decisions

{Seetion 9.

Communities are dynamic and constantly changing
As options change, the analyst must make appropriate
re-evaluations and adjostments in findings, particularly if
1

there wre substantial time lapses in project development.

Athough the steps in the community impact assessment
process are logically sequential, they overlap in practice, The
AssECsEmMent Process is iterative in the sense that analysts must
»e prepared to revisit prior steps and be aware of future steps
in concducting the assessment. In the early steps, when helping
tor frame the project and community profile, analysts must
think about the probable relationships between the projec
and community so that relevant data are collected. Later, if
TR 110 YACLE Are II'I-."!':|:I:I,'-:| o decisions

are macde, the analvst must go back to

Wi e the t"il'l'll'l'lllr'lil:- profile and gather
additional information or (ata
rarding populations affected
" . regarding populations affected
—

Crwramuinly
Fipac

ST

PROCESS

Community [Impact Assessment A Cuick Reference for Transportation




What is the
role of the
community
impact analyst
in defining the
project?

What Is the
scope of the
geographic
area to be
examined?

Project Identification

Comumurity impact analysis should take a sirong male

in defining the project in the early phases of project
development. Based on their understanding of community
vialues and issues, analysts shauld take an active role in:

Providing input into a project’s purpose and need,
Develr g project alternatives.

Although transportation planners and engineers traditionally
have contralled this process, comrm Inity impeact :II‘|.L]‘_--'.NT.~
should fully participate along with designers and other

emvironmentalists. Analysts should contribute to developing

s, Slgpesting new options based on

project alern: e
preliminary mdications of likely community issues and
special areas Lo avoid. These alternatives come from a

clifferent PETSPECIVE S0 |||l.'_':.-' may e ey different from

those of transporation planners and engineers.

Study Area

Each rechnical analysis (i.e., air quality, traffic, and wetlands)
may have {ts own individual study area, Community impaci
anabysts should identify a peographic region which incorpo-
rates the communities expected o be affected by the project
based on scoping, public involvement, and mteragency
coordination. This should incude the project study area, and {

may extend beyond i

The community impact study area prpically includes
communities within and immediately surrounding the
project study area. In addition, analysts should recognize
that the propect may have social consequences 1o conmmuni
ties well beyvond the immediate geographicarea. As a result,
the community study area may change as more information

is collected and engineering variations are introduced,
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Public Involvement provides important input to help
define a project’s study areq, substantiate its purpose and need,
and supply information for developing project altematives

which address identificd necds.

Proposed Project

Highway extension

Study Ares

Thas is the area

ffected by the

proposed project
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What Is a
community
profile?

How do
you identify
communities?

The Community Profile

A community profile is a summary of the bistory, present
conditions, and anticipated future of an area, It provides an
overvicw of seties of snapshots of the area and is used asa
hasis for identifying pesential impacts of a proposed trans-
portation action. The profile is used to describe the “affected

environment” in NEFA documentation.
Typically, the presentation includes the following

A visual map or maps that depict physical
characteristics, such as neighborhood boundiries,

lund uses, public facilities, and commercial centers.

Narrative text that describes cominunity
characteristics, such as population demographics,
economic and social history of the communitics, the

imponance of various facilities, and plans for the futire

Tables or graphics that summurize important ckz
or conclusions, such as population demographics or
employment rends,

Community Identification

I'he boundaries of 2 community can often be delineated

by physical barriers, lanchuse pattemns, political or area of
responsibility divisions {e.g,, school districts and police
precinots), selected demographic characteristics, and resident
perceptions. A good starting place for detining commutities
for the project is the already-defined neighborhoods which

are typically recognized by name and/or tracdition

The analyst sh wild be aweare of other boundaries and

conseler i npacts | 1.|-.|;_'.L.| on those bou |'|-C_L'Il'il.'."-i l.'r'.i_{.. school
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districts and project impacts on student populations; and Fire
districts and project impacts on response times). Subcommuni-
ties should also be identified, as well as stratifications within 2

community, based on economic or demographic chamcteristics

How to Profile a Community

Community Characteristics How do i

. : ; profile a
I'he [ollowing are examples of the pes of dara to collect and mmmuniw?

Ncaorporale mto d conumunity profile,

Trends in oL lation eroweth and « |t'f|ff1jéi'--|"!1l=. o
Ethnicity and race
Aee and wender distrbutions

Incorme levels

Fducational attainment

I .'|![*-|r1'-'|"--.-:" status

special population subgroups, such as disabled populations

B Inclian tribal governments, as appn Rrite
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m  Comnunity historical background and conlext

s Community values and issues (e.g, security and solitude)

®  Fconomic base (e.g., agriculture, manufacturing, and
Service)

B Propery values

m  Taxbas

m  Other economic characteristics (eg. port CLby, LesTisim

base, and lumber town)

®  Community centers/activity centers

B Infrastructure (e.g., roacs, ransit and water and sewage

.'\:v‘-l'-..‘-l &t

B Public services and facilities (e g, schools, police, lire,
libraries, and hospitals)

®  land-use plans and zoning

®  Special areas, historic districts, and parklands

B Pusinesscs

m  Housing (availability, age, and type)

m  [Manned and approved future development

m  Community focal points or infermal meeting places
{eq., places of worship, playgr winds, hair salons, and

laundromats)

Initially, information collection involves gathering general
information. As potential impacts are idemtified later in the
process, analysts collect additional data on the community
that is targeted to specific needs, The following section of this
_x_J|_|i,c1:*| sk cdlescribes the prrocess bor C Wlecting data and

iddentities some key information sources.
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Gathering Information

Gathering data can be expensive and time consuming. Analysts
should identify what data are needed for their specific purposc
and are readily available. In many cases, in-house staff have
expettise; and in larger communities; various planning agencies
and councils of EOVETITNEHT have information that can L‘:|.~'1'|'_-.'
be obtained. Another source may be other projects’ files or
carlier attempts at the cuwrrent project, which may then be
updated, If information is nog available from traditional
sourees, analyvsts must be resourceful in seeking out alternative

SOLTCES,

When collecting information; it is important 10 recogni e
when data were collectad, the data sources used, and cata
reliability. Analysts should use the most up-to-date data
available, understand the hasic assumprions used in each
cormpilation, and recognize the purposes for which data
were originally collected

Sources of Information

The following (on the next page) are examples of da sources
and their typical uses, (Refer to Section 3 for the rypes of
information frpically included in the profile ) Other sources
may be available, so analysts should not limit themselves to

these items

Public Involvement can serve as a source of information

to identify community values and needs, 1o explore the
imporance of community facilities and resources, 1o
identify those facilities not previously noted, and to validate

iriformation collected froim other sources

Communicy Impact Assessment A Cuick Reference for Transpartaton

What should
be considered
when collecting
data about a
community?

Where can
data be
found?




What are
some data
sources?

Source

State and local government
planning and social service
dlepartments agencies

Srate, local, and university
[braries (lor local news
paper clippings and other
local sources)

Other relevant data collec-
e organizations, such as
Chambers of Commerce,
reeligious institutions,
American Automeobile
Association (AAA), Meals-
on-Wheels, Amencan
Association of Retired
Persons (AARPY, social
agencies, and other

ASSOCEATOTE

Contact Points

Primary Uses

Foonamic base, land-use and zoning
plans, taxing districts, social and
pronomic programes, and business
and marketing information

Genemnl information, community
historcal backeround, economic

biase, and Business and marketng

information

Special populations and needs,
bupsinesses, Comimunty ssucs, el
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Census Bureau publicatiens
anel statistical abstracts

Field or windshield surveys
arncl reviemws

[Dun and Bradsmrest
(IR databases

Tax records

Real estate marker surveys,
regional real estate journals,
and interviews with realtors

Community Im pact Assessment A Quick Reference for Traniportation

What data
should be

requested?

Population trends and demographics,
eronomic indicators, and housing

Locations and number of structures,
and activity pattermns

Business location, type, anc number
of emiployees

Property values

Hersing prices, trencs in sales, age
or characteristics of structures, and
neighborhood composition




How should
information be
gathered on
households,
population,
and
demographlcs
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